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This report will also include end of year information for 2012, August 2012-December 2012. This
information was not included in the 2011-2012 Annual Report.

VCNCT 2013 Annual Report

he Veterans Coalition of North Central Texas (VCNCT) was formed in August of 2011. The sponsoring agency

was Mental Health America of Greater Dallas under the Operations Reunion program. The coalition was

formed in conjunction with several partnering agencies: Dallas County Veterans Office, Veterans for Christ,
and the Child and Family Assessment Center. Together these organizations were able to organize monthly
meetings to assemble community partners for a monthly meeting to collaborate, strategize on best practices,
network, and provide services to Veterans and their family members.

The Vision of the Coalition is to “Mobilize all sectors of society to give our service members and their families the
opportunities and support they have earned”. Our Mission is “To build bridges between both public, private, and
not for profit organizations at the local, county, state, and federal levels; for all our veterans, and their families by
rebuilding, educating, and equipping all veterans to reintegrate back into society and to bring awareness and a call
to action to all communities of the challenges of our veterans and their families.”

The VCNCT has four Central Initiatives and two Work Groups:

1) Employment: Assist Veterans and their families reintegrate back into the work force
2) Mental Health: Provide assistance to Veterans dealing with PTSD, TBI, & MST

3) Education: Assist Veterans with education resources, training & development

4) Housing: Assist Veterans with stable housing resources

The Coalition is committed to providing services that have been identified by Military men and women
as well as Coalition Members that work directly with Veterans and their family members. The Coalition
has had the extraordinary opportunity to bring together various entities throughout North Central Texas
to better serve the Veterans, their families, the community, and the State of Texas. We have garnered
support from community partners, community leaders, and prominent leaders as far as Washington DC.

The 2013 Coalition year has brought much

success in supporting Military families in the Texas community.
The magnitude of success has been made possible through the
hard work and dedication of volunteers, community partners,
community sponsors, and dedicated Board Members.

The Coalition met every last Thursday of the month from
11:00am to 1:00pm, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in designated
Celebratory months, excluding Holiday or Event months.

To date the Coalition has provided over $62,000 in services, with
approximately $20,000 in 2013, in services & programs directly

to Veterans and their family members. We would like to thank our
supporting business and organizations for donating a meeting I
meeting this year. We would also like to thank our supporting organization that provided Iunch tor each
meeting. The organizations are listed in order followed by lunch sponsors:

WWW.VCnct o9

Page 2 of 18



Veterans Coalition of North Central Texas | 2013

R/
0’0

August 2012-Magnolia Hotel, Power & Light Building Pegasus Room—Aviall, a Boeing
Company

September 2012-American Red Cross-VCNCT

October 2012- VFW Post 6796-VCNCT

November 2012- Cedar Valley Community College

January 2013-SMU Dallas-La Madeleine

February 2013- Parker University

March 2013- Center for Brain Health

» May 2013- Construction Education Foundation

<+ June 2013- Devry University

<+ July 2013- High Point Church

«» August 2013- Tower Club of Dallas-Aviall, a Boeing Company
+* September 2013- Timberlawn Mental Health Centre

+* October 2013-SMU Plano
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The Veterans Coalition held nine Coalition Meetings in the 2013 year. Of those nine meetings there was
a total of 463 attendees. The ability to mobilize all sectors of society has allowed the Coalition Members
to take networking to a new level.

In addition to our events, we have participated in a plethora community events, Conferences, seminars,
Yellow Ribbons, and other community events as vendors and resources.

END OF THE 2012 YEAR

“Thanksgiving for Veterans 2012”

The Veterans Coalition of North Central Texas (VCNCT) had its second annual “Thanksgiving for Veterans
“ event. The event took place at the Dallas VFW Post 6796 at 9179 Garland Rd. The purpose of the
event was to provide Thanksgiving dinner for Veterans and their family members and to educate the
Veterans on a list of available resources. The following were volunteers that made the event a success:

Committee Members:

Nekima Booker Operation Healthy Reunions  Chair

Cassie Morgan Center for Brain Health Vendor Chair

Lisa Waitemon- Moss  Aids Arm Volunteer Chair

BJ Sessions Bread of Heaven Volunteer Co-Chair
Loretta Brown REACH of Dallas Site Director
Wanda Hardeman Dallas Vet Center Team Member
Chalisa Warren City of Dallas Fair Housing Team Member
Linder Smith Bread of Heaven Team Member
Stephanie Tutill Center for Brain Health Team Member
Reginald Loftin Photography
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Sponsoring organizations provided the following items:

1. Veterans Coalition of N.C. TX.: 271 Bags and monetary funding

2. Operation Healthy Reunions: Overall Event Coordination

3. Kroger Grocery: Food (at a discounted price)

4. Dallas Jr. League: Monetary Donations for the purchase of food
5. Manna from Heaven Catering: Free samples of homemade dressing

6. VFW Post 6796: Location and food storage

7. Dallas Vet Center: Mobile Vet Bus

The coordination and preparation of the event took approximately two months. There were 250 turkeys
totaling approximately $4,500, and 260 bags of food with one food order with approximately 17
different items, totaling approximately $6,500 for a total of approximately $11,000 worth of food given
away, additional in-kind food was donated. A complete inventory of all delivered food was taken at the
bagging session. There was one bagging session with 20 volunteers bagging, 18 different Coalition
members(organizations) and community partners, 2 VFW Post, Garland and Dallas, with a total of 4
volunteer hours for bagging. Participating Coalition members and community partners included the
following organizations:

9. S.W. Elevator

1. Operation Healthy Reunions
10. Dallas Jr. League
2. Equest Ranch 11. Aids Arms
3. VAof North Texas 12. Grace After Fire
4. VFW Post 6796 13. Hawthorne-Smith House
5. The Center for Brain Health 14. TXMF Program
6. REACH of Dallas 15. Devry University
7. Dallas County Veterans Court 16. Dallas Vet Center
8. Operation Healthy Reunions 17. DARS

18 Center for Rrain Health

Primary recruitment and registration for participating Veterans took place at the Seagoville Medical
Battalion, Army National Guard Headquarters in Grand Prairie, and the Dallas VA. Additional Veterans
were recruited by Dallas County Veterans Services Office, Dallas County Veterans Court, and Operation
Healthy Reunions. The event provided food to 198 Veterans and of the Veterans 775 family members
were supported. Of the Veterans served, there was a total of 506.41 reported combined years of
military service. Ten Veterans did not report their branch of service and thirteen Veterans did not report
years of service. The Veterans represented every war time era from Vietnam to the present war.
Employees of “Freddie Mac” donated 50 handmade feminine bags for female Veterans. A “Gold Star
Family”, who's fallen Soldiers birthday was on the day of the event, donated 5 IPods, in custom made
coffee cups, that were given as special door prizes. Of the Veterans served 48 different cities were
represented and 96 different zip codes represented. Of the attendees, over 56 units and or Duty
Stations were represented. The following is a breakdown of served Military Personal:
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Army: 124 Family Members: 775

Marine Corps: 10 Combined Years of Service: 506.41
Unidentified Reported years: 13

Navy: 19 Cities Served: 48

Army National Guard: 6 Zip Codes: 96

Air Force: 16 Units Represented: ~56

Army Reserve: 23

Total: 198

Unidentified Branches: H

There were a total of 42 turkeys and 52 bags remaining after the event. The remaining turkeys were
held at the host VFW Post 6796 and the remaining bags were held at Mental Health America of Greater
Dallas for Veterans that later identified themselves as in need.

There was a total of 21 Veterans Service Organizations present to provide resources and information to
the Veterans and their family members. Vendors arrived at 7:30am to set up and prepare to serve the
attendees. The following organizations set up a Vendors booth:

1. Aids Arms, Inc. 10. Keller Center for Corporate
2. Bread of Heaven -Cornbread Dressing Learning of DeVry University
3. Center for Brain Health-PTSD 11. Texas Veterans Commission
4. Center for Brain Health-TBI 12. US Department of Labor
5. City of Dallas Fair Housing Office 13. Equest Therapeutic
6. Community Council of Greater Dallas-2-1-1 Horsgmenship
7 Dallas Vet Center 14. Starlite Recovery Center
i 15. American Red Cross
8. Hawthorne Smith House 16. Dallas County Veterans
9. Heroes 2 Remember Project (H2RP) Services
17. Joining Community
Forces/Texas Military Forces
) 18. Parker University
New Benefits 19. REACH OF Dallas
AIDS ARMS, Inc.

Bread of Heaven Cornbread Dressing

Center for BrainHealth - PTSD m' ‘I“
Center for BrainHealth - TBI W it

City of Dallas Fair Housing Office

Community Council of Greater Dallas/ 2-1-1

Dallas Vet Center

Hawthorne Smith House

Heroes 2 Remember Project (H2RP)

Keller Center for Corporate Learning of DeVry University

Texas Veterans Commission

US Department of Labor
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Equest Therapeutic Horsemenship

Starlite Recovery Center

American Red Cross

Dallas County Veterans Services

Joining Community Forces/Texas Military Forces

Parker University
REACH OF Dallas
New Benefits

The event was advertised on CBS Channel 11 at the 5:00pm and 10:00pm news hour as well as Clear
Channel radio.

There was a total of 132 attendee evaluations completed and turned in. Of the collected evaluations, 39
guestions were not answered.

Our 2012 Partnering Events

“Christmas Gift for the Homeless 2012”

The Veterans Coalition of North Central Texas (VCNCT) partnered with Operation Care International to
host over 9,000 homeless and those in need at the 9th annual Christmas Gift for the Homeless at the
Dallas Convention Center. Described as the ‘nation’s largest Christmas party for the homeless’, the
Christmas Gift served so many that needed so much. Over 3,800 humble and caring volunteers
participated in partnership with charitable organizations, church groups, sponsors (corporate, small
business and individuals) and donors. Food, clothing, and services were distributed to the homeless and
those in need in a festive and safe environment. Planning began in July in order to coordinate the event,
collect and procure the goods and thousands of man hours of effort were required to create a special
day for the homeless and families in need. Guests and volunteers alike agreed that the ‘Spirit of
Christmas’ was present, beginning to end.

Participating Coalition Members:

e QOperation Healthy Reunions
e Chase Bank

e Break of Heaven

e Tuskegee Airman Assoc.

e DFW Airport Chaplaincy
DARS

Dallas County

Grand Prairie National Guard
Non-Identified
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The centerpiece of the event was the birthday celebration for Jesus that included an enormous eight-
foot tall cupcake stand holding 5,000 cupcakes donated by Market Street. The cupcakes were displayed
in five layered colors, each color representing the message of the gospel — black for sin, red for the
blood of Jesus, white representing purity, green for growth and yellow representing heaven's streets of
gold. During the 2012 Christmas Gift for the Homeless, all activities stopped at 1:00pm as everyone in
attendance sang ‘Happy Birthday’ to Jesus.

2012 Christmas Gift for the Homeless highlights:

¢ 300,000 square feet event in the Dallas Convention Center

¢ 9,000+ homeless guests; 8 busloads of guests arrived from DFW area shelters

¢ 3,873 volunteers representing 532 organizations, groups and churches

* 982 professions of faith, 160 rededications

® 240+ pallets of coats, clothes, shoes, and toys distributed

¢ 11,800 meals prepared and served by Texas Baptist Men

¢ 6,200 pairs of new adult and children’s shoes distributed

¢ Over 1,300 sleeping bags, 2,700 blankets and 4,700 children’s and adult coats distributed

* 6,250 cupcakes (5,000 donated by Market Street)

¢ 1,000 dozen donuts donated by Krispy Kreme

 Special recognition for homeless veterans

¢ Participation by area hospitals and medical providers

* Praise, worship and entertainment provided by many groups and entertainers

¢ Volunteers worked in the following areas: Prayer, Children, Volunteer Task Force, Homeless
Gifts, Medical, Evangelism, Facilities, Counseling, Family Reunification, Haircuts, Makeovers,
Food, Praise & Worship Entertainment, Fundraising, Outside Ministry, Media/PR, Security, and
Logistics.

Over the last couple of years, OCl noticed an increase in the attendance of homeless Veterans and asked
VCNCT to partner in serving those in attendance. Coalition members not only volunteered and served
but provide key parts during the day. Member Bishop DD Hays, head of the DFW Airport Chaplaincy,
gave the closing prayer following the Veterans program, members handled Veteran registration, set up
vending tables for information and resources, and the Coalition honored two eldest Veterans in
attendance with gift baskets, 64 and 63 Navy and Air Force. Veteran attendees reported 32 different
living areas and locations ranging from homeless, family, and various shelters and Half Way Homes,
representing Dallas, Collin, Tarrant, Denton, and Ellis Counties. Others attendees identified themselves
as Veterans; however, could not provide proof of service. Veterans registered for attending were as

follows:
Army: 127 Combined Years of Service: 1083.4
Marine Corps: 26
Navy: 23
Army National Guard: 2
Air Force: 23
Coast Guard: 2 Total: 203
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There were 9 different deployments and war campaigns reported by registered attendees. Please see

the chart below for reported deployments:

VCNCT 2013 EVENTS

“Career Development & Financial Education Seminar”

The Veterans Coalition of North Central Texas (VCNCT) hosted its second annual “Career Development &
Financial Education Seminar 2013”. The event was hosted by Cedar Valley College and began on Friday,
April 5™ with Career Development preparation. Upon arrival attendees signed in and received seminar
bags with resource information. The attendees were then given breakfast, sponsored by Taco Cabana,
as they waited for the event to begin, and midway through the day lunch. The event was opened by
Bishop DD. Hayes of the DFW International Airport Chaplaincy and Nekima Booker served as the
seminars hostess, for the first day. The President of Cedar Valley College, Dr. Jennifer Wimbish, gave a
sincere welcome to attendees as she educated them on the many opportunities of Cedar Valley has to
offer and closed with powerful words of encouragement in their future endeavors. Attendees were
trained and educated by experts with more than a combined 100 years of expertise in their fields. The
speakers covered the following topics:

Resume Building: Manual Washington, Federal Resume Shoppe

HR 101 How to win the Interview: Speaking the Same Language: Fred Jones, Jones 2000
How to Start and Build a Business: Entrepreneurship 101: Jim Reid, Momentum Texas
How to Prepare for Your Interview: Don Carter, the Cart Group

PwnNPE

Speakers had one hour to give handouts, use examples, and conducted open dialogue with the
attendees answering questions and giving further detail where needed. The goal of each speaker was to
better equip attendees with information and the confidence to better prepare an effective resume,
properly communicate their skill set on the resume matching it to various announcements, what to
expect in an interview, how to properly communicate their skill set verbally once in an interview,
preparation to win in an interview being offered a position, how to build and manage your own
business, properly prepare to be a successful business owner, and how to locate resources.
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Our Honorary Guest
Associate Director of the VA
System. Mr. Dancy is a US
served 22 years of Military
addressed the attendees by
and motivating them to
own success stories.

Attendees also had the
speak to Exhibitors, learning
Service Organizations and
by Coalition Members. The
organizations  were  as
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ATTENTION VETERANS AND SPOUSES

)

CAREER DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR

Cedar Valley Community College | Friday- Saturday, April 5th & 6th | :00am-4:00pm (Sign-in at 8:00am)
3030 North Dallas Avenue Lancaster, TX 75134 | Building G (gymnasium) | Parking Lot G & H

Speaker was Peter Dancy,
North Texas Health Care
Army  Veteran, having
Service. Mr. Dancy
sharing his personal story
identify and develop their

opportunity to break and
of a myriad of Veteran
available resources offered
attending exhibiting
follows:

Operation Healthy Reunions: Provides free and confidential counseling services.
Cedar Valley College: Providing outreach, education opportunities, and VA Educational Benefits.
Dallas Urban League: Offering SSVF Support Service Housing.
Momentum Texas: Providing information on Entrepreneurship.
REACH: Providing services to Veterans with disabilities, peer support, and resource referrals.
Texas Veterans Commission: Providing advocacy, claims assistance, and employment services.
UT Arlington Veterans Upward Bound: Providing resources for transition from service to school.
VA North Texas Health Care System: Receiving qualified resumes and registration for services.
Starlite Recovery Center: Offering confidential counseling services to Military families.

. Parker College: Offering education benefits and transition assistance from Service to school.

. Dallas County Vet Center(Mesquite): Offering counseling services to Veterans.

. Jones 2000 and Beyond: Providing education of career development and preparation.

. Builders of Hope: Offering information on receiving a free home or home upgrades.

. Dallas County Veterans Services Office: Providing information on VA claims and benefits.

On the second day of the seminar, attendees were served breakfast as they checked in and lunch
midway. Cedar Valley College Chief Community Development Officer Patricia Davis welcomed the
attendees congratulating them on their decision to return and further educate themselves. She also
gave an overview of programs and certifications offered by Cedar Valley. Major General James Williams
USMC (ret) served as the Host for the day, opening with a warm welcome and an overview of the day.

There were a total of six speakers for the day covering the following topics:

1. Fixed, Indexed, and Variable Annuities-Ray Smith, Regional Leader, Primerica
2. Long Term Care Insurance, Legal Protection, Auto and Home Insurance, Debt Management
Strategies (Debt Stacking, FICO Scores, ID Theft)-Wendy Day, Regional Vice President,

Primerica

3. Small Business Professionals and Investing/Helping Your Fellow Veterans: Mitch Stevens,
Regional Vice President, Primerica
4. 100,000 Jobs Mission: Janet Ware and Thomas Freeman, JP Morgan Chase
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Attendees were given a “How Money Works” booklet to follow along as speakers had one hour to
educate attendees on various aspects of proper budgeting, investing, adequate insurance coverage,
debt management, and tips on how to be successful when attending the JP Morgan Chase 100,000 jobs
Mission the following week. Attendees were able to dialogue and interact with speakers as they gave
examples, personal experiences, and knowledge regarding their topics. The presenters offered a total
of twenty plus years’ experience apiece regarding financial education. As a continuation of our
Education Initiative, our partners at Primerica will host a free “Financial Coaching” one day seminar to
attendees and their families. Attendees will be offered a personal financial coach and additional
information on how to manage the income they have, future income, and build wealth. The seminar will
take place on Saturday, April 20, 2013 at the Dallas Primerica office.

After the last speaker, each exhibitor shared their contact information and an overview of their services
to ensure every attendee had knowledge of the resources available to them. The day closed with two
attendees, the oldest and youngest Veteran, winning $25 gift cards, provided by the Veterans Coalition
of North Central Texas.

There was a total of 11 volunteers, assisting with registration, check-in, food, and general information,
representing various organizations. Cedar Valley provided 5 student volunteers representing various
school organizations. The volunteering Coalition Members were the following:

Tarsyia Waddell: Raytheon and the Tuskegee Airmen Organization
Stanly Johnson: Military Veteran and Parker College Representative
Reggie Smith: Military Veteran

Patrick Alcorn: Military Veteran

Georgia Richey: Green Collar Vets

Laura Tshida: CDC

Barbara Jacobs: CVC Student

Rosalinda Rodriguez: CVC Student

. Isamar Lupercio: CVC Student

10. Iran Pedrala: CVC Student

11. Bernadette Washington: CVC Student

©RNODU A WNE

There were a total of 52 attendees for the seminar, including participating exhibitors whom were also
Military Veterans. The following is a breakdown of attendees, that reported, omitting Veteran Exhibitors
that participated/attended:

Army 16 OIF/OIF 8
Navy 2 Vietnam 3

Air Force 6 Desert Storm 4
Marine 4 Gulf War 1
Coast Guard 1

Nat. Guard 1 Total reported Years Served 273.7
Unidentified 22

A sincere thank you to our sponsors, in which all would not have been possible without your support:
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Cedar Valley College

Taco Cabana

Mental Health America of Greater Dallas
Commissioner Maurine Dickey

Arria Inc.

vk wn e

“238™ Army Birthday Celebration”

The Veterans Coalition of North Central Texas (VCNCT) partnered with the US Army Recruiting Battalion
Dallas for the 238" Army Birthday Celebration. The VCNCT donated four cakes, two chocolate and two
vanilla for the event. The cakes were sponsored and made by the Wal-Mart Bakery of Desoto and Costco
of Duncanville.

Attending Coalition Members:

Nekima Booker Operation Healthy Reunions
Loretta Brown REACH

Tyrone Hunter VA Dallas

Tammy Vanderleese  Devry University

Lena Taylor Devry University

Chris Cantu Parker University

Bruce Williams Concordia University

Joe Applewhite Texas Department of Public Safety
Maria Marquise Army Survivor Outreach Services

The following organizations served as event supporters and or served on the event planning committee:

Veterans Coalition of North Central Texas(VCNCT)
Daughters of the American War

Goldstar Mothers

DAAB members

Taco Cabana

JROTC: South Oak Cliff HS

Army National Guard

NowuhswnNR

The event was held at Dallas City Hall Plaza and kicked off at 10:00am with presentation of colors and
national anthem by South Oak Cliff High School JR ROTC color guard and the Dallas Police Department
Choir. Mayor Pro Tem Atkins gave remarks presenting the reading of the letter of recognition which was
accepted by Captain James Simpson. Captain James Simpson to give remarks and an Army History
celebrating the 238 years of dedicated service. SFC Harris and Capt. Simpson administered the Oath to
swear in 24 new soldiers. They were welcomed by applause and “Hoorahs” from the crowd. For the
second year, the Signing of the covenant between the US Army and the City of Dallas was performed by
Mayor Pro Tem, Capt Simpson, and Capt Jimenez (signed prior). In closing, the S. Oak Cliff HS Jr ROTC
cadets dismissed colors and presentation of F.L.A.G. (Fly, Lower and Gather).
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At this time, the attendees were dismissed to the Flag room for the cutting of the cake ceremony,
conducted by MSG Richardson. Nekima Booker gave words on behalf of the VCNCT, thanking Wal-Mart
and Costco for their sponsorship of the cakes. Approximately 200 attendees were able to visit the
VCNCT member exhibitors and learn of resources and programs available to military families ( listed
above).

The following agencies gave the following collaterals:

Cakes- Ms. Nekima Booker, VCNCT

Knife for cake — MSG Richardson

Cooler, Drinks, plates, cups- A&PA

Army Colors — MSG Richardson

Army Vehicles — National Asset

Flags/Lapel Pins — A&PA
Covenant/Markers/Easel — A&PA

Pull-Up Banners — Training Shop

Formation of All Army Elements — MSG
Richardson

WooNOULRWNE

“Joint County Meeting”

The Veterans Coalition of North Central Texas (VCNCT) hosted the first “Joint County Meeting: Veteran
Service Organization County Forum.” The Coalition called leaders and Veteran Service Organizations
from Tarrant, Denton, Collin, and Dallas County. There are approximately 330,000 Military men and
women in the DFW area. Given this, it is critical that all VSO’s are informed, organized, and working
together to better serve our Military families. We believe working together will benefit each
organization, County, and Military family. Our objectives are to make this an annual event, eventually
growing into a regional meeting inviting attendees to have exhibitor’s booths and inviting Military
Families to learn of all the resources available to them, to have a regional and state model of how to
effectively network and serve Military families, engage and educate the civilian community, and finally
to support and participate in eachothers individual events throughout the Counties.

The meeting took place at High Point Church in Arlington with 78 attendees. Registered Coalition
Members and County partners set up exhibitor’s booths to share information regarding county
resources. The following organizations set up exhibitors booths:

Operation Healthy Reunions
Timberlawn

Parker College

Department of Veterans Affairs
Allies in Service

Casa Palmera

Department of Veterans Affairs, Tarrant County
Innovative Engineering Association
. Catholic Charities

10. Denton County Veterans Coalition
11. Survivor Outreach Services

©ONDU A WN R
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The host, Pastor Gary Simons opened the meeting with greeting attendees to High Point Church,
followed by a prayer and blessing the lunch. He also recognized each County present by doing a roll call,
and recognized Military dignitaries in attendance. Tracy Little, Director of Dallas County Veterans Service
Office welcomed attendees on behalf of the VCNCT. She thanked Pastor Simons and his staff for hosting
the meeting and also recognized dignitaries in attendance.

The first County representative was Cliff Sosaman of Collin County. Cliff is the President of the North
Texas Military Association.

Mission Statement: An association of military veterans dedicated to building an environment of
leadership, support and community integration. Our purpose is to appreciate service members and their
dedication to our country.

Their area of Operation is Forney to Weatherford & Sherman to Waco. Focusing on Collin County & it’s
53,000+ veterans. Their current initiatives are as follows: Warrior Mentors Program, Focusing on student
veterans and partnering with AUSA, and Vision. The NTXMA focuses on working with other VSQO’s,
recommending services, and promoting Military initiatives in the community.

Jinger Simonson was the next speaker representing Denton County. Jinger was representing the Denton
County Veterans Coalition. Their goal is to be a functional strong coalition focusing on the following:

1.Make “the system” easier to navigate for veterans
Thursday, July 25th from 11-2pm 2.Leverage individual agency resources and talents for the

el g benefit of all veterans

3.Avoid duplication of effort

4.Augment federal, state and county programs

5.Interact with other veteran coalitions in the DFW area to
share lessons learned and resources

6.Help other county municipalities and/or agencies that
don’t have the manpower to justify big veteran events,
but still wish to honor/assist their vet population

\!?!.R]f:T
VCICT

PRESENTS

Tarrant County was represented by Judge Brent Carr. Judge Carr is the former Chair of the Veterans
Coalition of Tarrant County(VETCO) and Judge of Veterans Court of Tarrant County. Judge Carr is also a
Marine and West Point Graduate. He spoke on the importance of working together and understanding
the value of networking amongst counties and organizations.

Nekima Booker was the last speaker representing Dallas County on behalf of the Veterans Coalition of
North Central Texas. The VCNCT is the “Gap filler” in services to Veterans, their families, and Veterans
Service Organizations.

The VCNCT Mission is: To build bridges between both public, private, and not for profit organizations at
the local, county, state, and federal levels; For all our veterans, and their families by rebuilding,
educating, and equipping all veterans to reintegrate back into society and to bring awareness and a call
to action to all communities of the challenges of our veterans and their families.

The VCNCT Vision is to: Mobilize all sectors of society to give our service members and their families the
opportunities and support they have earned.
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The VCNCT has four major Initiatives: Housing, Education, Employment, and Mental Health. They have
two major programs; the Career Development & Financial Education Program and Thanksgiving for
Veterans. The Coalition has partnered with the Rotary District 5810 to launch the Veterans Career
Development Program, a mentoring program to provide Military Veterans with services and resources
through participating Rotary and Coalition members so our heroes can make a transition towards
success.

The VCNCT guest speaker, LTC Yesenia Rosa (US Army), of the Joint Chiefs & Warrior Care and Family
Support concluded the presentations by giving riveting words of encouragement and stressed the
importance of networking and collaborations. LTC Rosa gave the challenge of building working
partnerships between Counties and complemented each attendee for coming together to start the
conversation, network, and make future plans of collaborations.

“Turkeys for Veterans”

The Veterans Coalition of North Central Texas (VCNCT) hosted its third annual community initiative
event “Thanksgiving for Veterans 2013 “. The event was supported by the Steve Harvey morning show,
K104 radio, Albertsons, and KRNB 405.7. Nekima Booker and Tracy Little submitted request for support,
via website. The turkeys were picked up at two locations: Dallas Albertsons and Grand Prairie
Albertsons. Tracy little was able to go live on the air with Steve Harvey, informing him of the Coalition.
The purpose of the event was to provide forty Thanksgiving turkeys for Veterans and their family
members. The turkeys weighed approximately 14-16lbs and totaled approximately $900. They Turkeys
were dispersed among the following organizations:

Grand Prairie Reserve Head Quarters
Operation Healthy Reunions

Dallas VA

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 8235

PWNPE

The event provided food to approximately 40 Veterans and 74 family members. Of the Veterans served,
there was a total of 213.5 reported combined years of military service. Approximately 12 recipients
didn’t report any data. Of the Veterans that reported data, 5 different Counties were represented, 4
branches, and 6 different wars. The following is a breakdown of served Military Personal:

Branches: Recipients:

Army: 16 Family Members: 74
Marine Corps: 5 Combined Years of Service: 2315
Navy: 6 Unidentified Reported years: 12
Air Force: 1

Total: 28

Unidentified: 12

Deployments: Counties:
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OIF: 7 Dallas: 17
OEF: 2 Tarrant: 2
OND: 3 Ellis: 2
VIETNAM: 7 Denton: 2
DESERT STORM: 5 Gregg: 1
PERSIAN GULF: 1 Total: 24
OTHER: 5 Unidentified: 16
TOTAL: 24

Unidentified: 16

The Coalition also participated
in events such as the “Challenge
America Military Opportunities”
(CAMO) Dallas. The mission was
“ Connecting military and their
families to resources in their
local communities for transition
from battlefield to home front”.

We also participated in the “Greater Dallas Suicide Prevention

Coalition”. We helped to build a visual of 475 hats representing

the number of individuals in the Dallas area lost to suicide in

2011. The sheer number and wide variety of hats created a :

powerful call to action for our community. SUICIDI CRISIS CENTER

Coalition Service Data

The following table will quantify the successes of 2013. As we moved forward month after month, it was
important that we as a Coalition and a Governing Board were able to gather information from each
event, meeting, and collaboration to understand the impact we were making on Military men and
women and their family members. You will also garner an understanding of the family members
serviced, years of service, and number of volunteers for our events. You will also understand the
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amount of Military service and first-hand knowledge of our Board Members. We believe the essential
keys to success are “Leadership” and “Collaboration”.

Number of Coalition Meetings 9
Number of Attendees 463
Number of Events 3
Number of participating Events 4
Veterans & Families Served 1,013
Dollar amount of services $20,000
Number of Volunteers 18
Partnering Organizations 41
Sponsoring Organizations 17
Number of Board Members 6
Number of BM Direct Years of Service 107
Number of Indirect Years of Service 133

We al so partnered with Affde WeteBiesnCedlition s discolind pharraacy
card, also good for pet prescriptions . Individuals can p resent the card to your local
pharmacist , with your next prescription to receive the | owest price for that drug that day.
Have the pharmacist put the number into the pharmacy computer. Every time you save

money on a prescription drug, the Veterans Coalition earns $1.00.

§14,075.62

Coalition Network Report Form
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The Coalition was able to quantify the impact the Coalition made on its members through networking
and collaborating. Members were asked to record and submit how being a part of the Coalition allowed
them to service more Veterans and their family members as well as participate in more community
sponsored programs for Veterans. They also identified the amount of referrals sent and received from
other Coalition members. Coalition members identified their increase of partnering, collaborating, and
supporting each others events and programs. Coalition members also reported the number of guest
they invited to Coalition meetings. This table is a representation of approximately 55% of the Coalition
members.

Number of Veterans Served 6561
Number of Dependents 1063
Number of Received Referrals 2578
Number of Referrals Sent 2485
Number of Events 542
Number of Contacts Made 2775
Number of Guest 463
NOTE: Numbers reflect Jan-July 2013

New Supporting Organizations

“Dallas Rotary Club”

The VCNCT is honored to have the support of the Rotary Club of Dallas as co-recipients of the “Salute to
America’s Veterans” event. We were invited by The Rotary Club of Dallas to participate in their 9th
Annual Salute to America’s Veterans Celebration. This event benefits the USO DFW and the Veterans
Coalition of North Central Texas. This outstanding program honors the contributions of veterans across
the generations for maintaining our freedom and liberty, and raises much needed financial assistance
for these two organizations that transform the lives of our active military, our veterans and their
families.

The Rotary Club of Dallas has been supporting civic programs since its founding 103 years ago. It
is one of the oldest Rotary Clubs in the world.

“The Baron and Blue Foundation”

The Baron and Blue Foundation, founded in 2002 by Lisa Blue and Fred Baron, strives to enhance the
function of non-profit organizations in the Dallas Community by assisting to maintain existing programs
and further opportunities for grassroots organizations focusing on homelessness, transitional housing
and the needs of the underserved.

The VCNCT was awarded a grant in support of our housing initiative and Coalition member Marquette
Stevenson founder of Montrell Living. Th e mi ssi on of dMomde\wdnd.iddwmegl a

facility t hat combi nes transitional and sup
experiencing homel essness, ment al I 'l ness ch
potenti al for independencer eeemd ryr d chu oot otvhietiyr v
Al so, providing a saf-sufefnivdireomene na i U gair edhe p e n
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commi tted to applying appropriate interventic
clients in reaching their greatest potenti al

Our Charge To You

C4EA 1100 AOAAOCEOA pPAIBPIA 11T OEA biIATA
EAOAAOO NOAOOETITO AT A OEAT CAOEAO OEA

Al OxAPDDBG"OAUOT AU
The Veterans Coalition of North Central Texas is committed to working with our community partners
and leaders to ensure the reintegration of the Veteran and their families is successful. To this we charge
the Coalition members, community partners, sponsors, and Veterans of all eras; the questions have
been framed, who will help us, we will help ourselves, how will we do it, by working together, when,
right now, for how long, until the job is done!

We are asking you to be the answer to each question by giving of your resources: time, consideration,
funds, support, love, and dedication.

Special Recognitions

Board Members Event Sponsoring Organizations

Wal fD
e Dr. Greta Kerwin-15 year Provider * almart of Desoto

e Nekima Booker-WW!II Dependent R

Junior L f Dall
e Tracy Little-20 year Air Force Veteran ¢ -uhtorieagle otLiatlas

e Tamarya Stell-23 year Army Veteran * CedarValley College

. . 0 tion C Int ti |
e Judge Michael Snipes- 29 year Army Veteran * peration Lare Internationa

H
e Maj. General James Williams-35 year Marine Veteran * SteveHarvey

e Dallas Rotary Club

e Baron and Blue Foundation

For more information about The Veterans Coalition of North Central Texas contact:

Nekima Booker, Coalition Chair
nbooker@vcnct.org
Website:
www.VCNCT.org
Veterans Coalition of North Central Texas
P.O. Box 132275
Dallas, TX. 75201
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